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X,

PERSONAL PROCEEDINGS AND GENERAL REMARKS.

135.    I have again once more to place on record the results  of rnj per-
sonal inspections of the sanitary condition of towns during the year 1894, with
such general observations and remarks as appear to me called for in connection
with sanitary reform within municipal areas,

136.    The first point on which I would venture to lay stress, as it has been
forcibly impressed on my mind by the experience of several years, is that with
a very few honourable exceptions, which I might count on the fingeis of one
hand, no native Municipal Commissioner takes   any interest whatever m the
general sanitary improvement of towns.    This important part of his duty he
delegates to the secretary, ^inspector of nuisances, mukadams, and a mischiev-
ous agent called a " Mistri, " who squanders money in constructing bad  drains
as a rule and does other odd jobs for the Municipality.   The Municipal Commis-
sioner is justly proud of his position and chair, but he never thinks of seeing
that   the  conservancy establishment  do  their work properly,  never   inspects
a public latrine, nor visits the  nightsoil depot; such duties are derogatory  to
Hindu caste and religion, and are, therefore, left undone.   The staff know this and
take advantage of it by neglecting their work    . So far as  my experience goes,
Hindus are utterly incapable of successfully carrying on the conservancy  work
of town**, and the sooner this  fact is recognised the better it TV ill be for the
health of the public and the pocket of the tax-payers,  whose money is in  this
respect in great part wasted.

137.    In many  Municipalities much money is thrown away in maintaining
an excessive number of road sweepers  who will  not do conservancy work;  a
double staff of sweepers and inspectors are thus kept up, and as a rule the
numerical strength of the   road sweepers  exceeds that   of bhangis,  when in
reality   it  ought toa be the reverse,     Bhangis should be employed for road
sweeping and conservancy work and well paid,   and Mahars and Dhors, who
generally do little work, should be dispensed with.    Another pernicious system
is employing mukadams  or sub-inspectors,  who really do  no work at all, and
being idle, abuse the sweepers, and hirass the public by threatening them with
prosecutions unless gratifications are forthcoming.    This class of public servants
ought not to exist fora day; no one should come between the inspector and the
sweeper; division of responsibility in this respect is fatal to the proper per-
formance  of duty.    The sprinkling of disinfecting powder merely for show is a
waste of valuable material to which I referred in former reports,  but I find is
still practised; it would require a cask to thoroughly deodorise and disinfect a
latrine or a cehspool, instead of the fainfc streaks of powder, like the sprinkling
of pepper, one sees.    Proper cleanliness and a little dry earth is all that is neces-
sary in most localities; if disinfectants are required, they should be used m
large quantities,

138.    In   the  interests  of public health, therefore, I would strongly urge
the advisability of retaining* the carrying out of sanitary measures and sanita-
tion in official hands for some time yet as an exception in the local self-govern-
ment scheme.     The precepts and   practice  of modern   sanitary science   are
beyond the comprehension of the average native Municipal Commissiouers and
it is not far from being criminal to entrust him with their observation and
execution,    Since natives have commanded  the majority in some towns which
were hopeful in the progress they were making a few years ago, sanitation has
actually lapsed into a state of confusion and retrogression.    An undue share of
municipal income is expended on  education,  the "fees for which could in many-
instances be easily afforded and defrayed by the parents of children.    Bodily
health is of greater value and importance to the majority than mental culture.
In the interests of sanitation., it is a deplorable fact that power and influence in
Municipalities are generally in the hands of vakils, who are not, as a rule, keenly-